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□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/br 55.3) 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1:US6 415 156B1 
D2: WO 02/46985 A2 

The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT, because the 
subject-matter of independent claim 20 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT, 
and the subject-matter of independent claims 1 and 18 does not involve an inventive 
step in the sense of Article 33(3) PCT. 

1 . Independent claim 1 : 

Document D1 is regarded as being the closest prior art to the subject-matter of claim 1 , 
and discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this document): 

A method for cash payment for goods or services in a mobile commerce system: 

- establishing a person/company's account (description: column 2 line 50-51) in a 
mobile commerce system, wherein said mobile commerce system includes a supplier's 
account (description: column 1 line 63-65); 

- communicating a request for said goods or services from said person/company to a 
supplier using a communication device in said mobile commerce system (description- 
column 3 line 3-11); 

- authenticating said person/company by said mobile commerce system (description- 
column 3 jine 43-54); 

- verifying said person/company's funds by said mobile commerce system (description- 
column 3 line 55-59); 

- transferring value for said goods or services from said person/company's account to 
said supplier's account (description: column 4 line 1-8); and 

- transferring access to said goods or services to said person/company (description- 
column 4 line 20-30). 



The subject-matter of claim 1 differs from the method disclosed in D1 in that the 
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person/company is a distributor and that the value for said goods or services are paid 
from the end customer to the distributor. So the difference between the method 
disclosed in claim 1 and the method disclosed in D1 is that a middleman (the 
distributor) acts between the end customer and the supplier. 

Please note, that from the point of view of the mobile communication system disclosed 
in the application and the technical parts defined by the application there is no 
difference between the role of a distributor and the role of a customer. Therefore, to 
interpose a middleman (distributor) or a network of middlemen (network of distributors) 
between the customer and the goods/service supplier does not solve a technical 
problem. Paying value from the customer to the distributor can be done without 
implying any technical considerations (e.g. transfer of cash). 

The distinguishing features of claim 1 with regard to D1 do not solve any technical 
problem and do not imply technical considerations to implement them but only imply 
business considerations. Therefore, the subject-matter of independent claim 1 does 
not involve an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT). 



2. Independent claim 18: 

Document D1 is regarded as being the closest prior art to the subject-matter of claim 
18, and discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this document): 

A mobile commerce network comprising: 

- a mobile communication network (description: column 1 line 3-5; figure 1); 

- a supplier having mobile communication capability over said mobile communication 
network (description: column 2 line 5-20; figure 1); 

- a supplier's account addressable over said mobile communication network 
(description: column 1 line 50-65; figure 1); 

- at least one person/company having mobile communication capability over said 
mobile communication network (description: column 2 line 5-20; figure 1); 

- a person/company's account addressable over said mobile communication network 
(description: column 1 line 50-65; figure 1); 

- wherein said supplier authenticates said person/company, verifies funds in said 
person/company's account, and transfer value to a person/company in response to 
request received from said person/company over said mobile communication network 
(description: column 3 line 41 - column 4 line 30). 
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The subject-matter of claim 18 differs from the network disclosed in D1 in that the value 
is transferred to a third person (the end customer). So the difference between the 
network disclosed in claim 18 and the network disclosed in D1 is that a middleman (the 
distnbutor) acts between the end customer and the supplier. 

Please note, that from the point of view of the mobile communication system disclosed 
in the application and the technical parts defined by the application there is no 
difference between the role of a distributor and the role of a customer. Therefore to 
interpose a middleman (distributor) or a network of middlemen (network of distributors) 
between the customer and the goods/service supplier does not solve a technical 
problem. Transferring value in response to a request received from the middleman (the 
d.stnbutor) to a third person (the end customer) can be done without implying any 
further technical considerations comparative to the case of transferring value in 
response to a request of the middleman to the middleman. 

The distinguishing features of claim 18 with regard to D1 do not solve any technical 
problem and do not imply technical considerations to implement them, but only imply 
business considerations. Therefore, the subject-matter of independent claim 18 does 
not involve an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT). 

3. Independent claim 20: 

Document D1 is regarded as being the closest prior art to the subject-matter of claim 
20, and discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this document): 

A cash based purchasing platform for creation of a mobile commerce network 
comprising: 

- a mobile payments platform including a mobile stored value module (description- 
column 2 line 36-45; figure 1 ); and . 

- a service delivery platform configured for integration with said mobile payments 
platform (description: column 2 line 23-33; figure 1 ). 

Therefore, the subject-matter of independent claim 20 is not new (Article 33(2) PCT). 

The attention of the applicant is drawn to the fact, that document D2 also discloses the 
subject-matter of independent claim 20 (description: page 9 line 1 9-22). 

4. Dependent claims 2-1 7, 1 9, 21-23: 
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Dependent claims 2-17, 19 and 21-23 do not contain any features which, in 
combination with the features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of 
the PCT in respect of novelty and/or inventive step, see documents D1 and D2 and the 
corresponding passages cited in the search report. 

The additional technical features of the dependent claims 2-12, 19 and 21-23 are 
disclosed in document D1 (description: column 2 - column 3, figure 1) and in document 
D2 (description: page 12 line 8 - page 15 line 21 ; figure 2). 

The additional features of dependent claims 13-17 cannot be considered to have a 
technical character since they have a pure economical character and they do not solve 
any technical problem. 

Therefore, the additional features of dependent claims 2-12 and 19 in combination with 
the features of the claims they refer (see argumentation referring to claim 1 and claim 
18) do not involve an inventive step (Article 33(2) PCT) and therefore, the additional 
features of dependent claims 21-23 in combination with the features of claim 20 (see 
argumentation to claim 20) are not new (Article 33(3) PCT). 
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